
COMPREHENSION PLUS  
 
Name: __________________________ 
 

Beetle Basics 
 
Read “Meet the Beetles” in NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EXPLORER. 
Then answer the questions below.  
Use complete sentences. 
 
 
1. What is an exoskeleton? 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 

2. What are some of the things that beetles eat? 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
3. Why don’t most birds eat ladybugs? 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
4. How do some beetles help plants? 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 


