
COMPREHENSION CHECK

Fill in the circle before the correct answer to each question below.
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Dear Teacher:
Su rviva l — t h a t’s the powerf u l

t h re ad running thro u gh
EX P LO R E R’s final issue for the
2006-2007 sch ool ye a r.

We begin by crawling into
the world of s ome seri o u s
su rvivors : “An t s .” For 140
m i ll i on ye a rs , these soc i a l
i n s ects have thrived in a
va ri ety of h a bi t a t s .

Th en we mark the 400th
a n n ivers a ry of “ Ja m e s town ,” wh ere
E n glish set t l ers su rvived — b a rely—in a ch a ll en ging set ting and
ch a n ged the Am erican landscape in lasting ways .

Next we meet animals whose very su rvival is at ri s k .
Con s erva ti onists are striving to focus new atten ti on and en er gy
on saving ra re and unique animals that are “On the Edge .”

F i n a lly, we learn how clues to Af ri c a’s distant past have
su rvived in “ L i gh tning Rock s” c a ll ed fulguri te s .

It’s been great ex p l oring toget h er this ye a r, and we hope
yo u’ ll join us wh en we em b a rk on new adven tu res in
Septem ber. Just call 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 6 8 - 2 7 2 8 or drop by
n gsch ool pu b. o rg to ren ew your su b s c ri pti on .

Best wishes for a won derful su m m er !

Sincerely yours,

Francis Downey
Vice President and Publisher

A N T S P P. 2–9

C u rriculum Connections
• Life Science • Reading • Wr i t i n g

S t a n d a rds Correlations: Science
• Diversity and adaptations of org a n i s m s
• S t ru c t u re and function in living systems

Literacy Skills
• Text feature: diagrams • Scientific vocabulary

J A M E S T O W N P P. 1 0 – 1 3

C u rriculum Connections
• Social Studies • Reading • Wr i t i n g

S t a n d a rds Correlation: Social Studies
• People, places, and enviro n m e n t s

Literacy Skills
• E x p o s i t o ry text • Text features: map, illustrations

O N THE EDGE P P. 14–21

C u rriculum Connections
• Ecology • Life Science • Reading • Writing 

S t a n d a rds Correlation: Science
• Populations and ecosystems

Literacy Skills
• G e n re: nonlinear text • Text–photo links

This is the last issue for
the 2006-2007 school year.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EXPLORER
will begin another exciting year

in September 2007.
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A n t s • Teacher’s Guide, p. 3
1 . exoskeleton  2. caste  3 . queen  4 . Harvester
5 . fungus  6 . honeypot  7 . Australia  8 . thorax  
9 . abdomen  1 0 . six  

J a m e s t o w n • Teacher’s Guide, p. 5
1 . b  2 . b 3 . c  4 . a  5 . d  6 . a  7 . c 8 . d 

On the Edge • Teacher’s Guide, p. 7
1 . The EDGE animals are unusual and
endangered.  2 . Elephants are keystone species
because they have a big impact on their habitat.
3 . People in the Middle East make dagger handles
out of rhino horns. Asians use them in medicine.
4 . Orangutans have lost 80 percent of their habitat
as the human population near them has grown.

Review • Teacher’s Guide, p. 8
1 . b  2 . a 3 . d  4 . b  5 . c
6 . c  7 . d 8 . a  9 . d  1 0 . c
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1. What is the name for an ant’s
hard outer covering?

abdomen

exoskeleton

shell

thorax

2. What was the first successful 
English colony in America?

Jamestown

Massachusetts Bay

New York

Plymouth

3. Dugongs are herbivores.
That means they eat what?

animals

everything

fish

plants

4. What is the name for a rock
made by lightning?

anthracite

fulgurite

geodite

meteorite

5. How many legs does an ant have?

two

four

six

eight

6. A drought is a period without what?

low temperatures

high temperatures

rain

sunshine

7. What is the only great ape that
lives in Asia?

bonobo

chimpanzee

gorilla

orangutan

8. In which country did scientists find
lightning rocks in the desert?

Egypt

France

Niger

Poland

9. Most ants belong to which caste?

drone

queen

soldier

worker

10. Which animal is killed
for its horns?

dolphin

elephant

rhinoceros

sifaka
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