
Halley 1986 76 years  

Kojima 2000 7 years  

Kowal 1 1992 15 years  

Pons–Brooks 1954 71 years  

Shoemaker 3 2002 17 years  

Swift–Tuttle 1992 135 years  

SE P T E M B E R 2 0 0 5 7

USING A TABLE

Comet Last Passed Earth Cycle (rounded)

Name: _____________________________________________

Comet Calculations
Some comets pass by Earth more often than others. Study the chart. 
Then use it to answer the questions below.

1

Source: cometography.com/periodic_comets.html

1.  Which comet passed Earth most recently? ________________________________

2.  Which comet passes Earth most often?  __________________________________

3.  Which comet passes Earth least often? ___________________________________

4.  When will Pons-Brooks next pass Earth? _________________________________

5.  When will Halley next pass Earth? ______________________________________

6.  When will Kojima next pass Earth?  _____________________________________

7.  What other comet will pass Earth that year?  ______________________________

8.  Will Swift-Tuttle pass Earth during the 21st century?  _______________________

9.  Did Shoemaker 3 pass Earth in 1985?  ___________________________________

How many times will Kowal 1 pass Earth before 2050?  _____________________10.
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