People aren’t the only living things that keep a record of their lives. Trees keep
diaries too! A tree records the events of its life through the rings that grow inside
its trunk. These rings can tell us almost everything about a tree. Let's see

what we can learn about one particular 35-year-old called Loblolly.
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1966

My seedling is planted in
the moist earth...l am born.

1971

It’s my fifth birthday! | grew
fast because | had lots of
rain and sunshine during the
spring and summer. As |
grow, | add new layers of
wood to my trunk. By count-
ing my dark rings, you can
tell how old | am!

1978

| am growing straight, but
my neighbors are growing
too, and their roots and
crowns (tops) are cutting
into my supply of water and
sunshine.

1982

Somebody has cut down my
neighboring trees! Now that
those big guys are gone, my
roots can spread out for
more food from the ground...
and my crown can reach up
for more sun from the sky.

| feel another growth spurt
coming on!

1985

| was in my first fire this
year. Luckily, | only got
scarred. I’'m forming new
wood every day, which
covers more and more
of my scar.

1987

Insects are giving me a hard
time and causing my rings
to grow narrow again. The
sawfly larva (maggots) are
REALLY on my case. Oh,
well. If | can survive fire,
maybe | can make it through
this.

1996

This drought is stunting my
growth! One or two summers
without rain wouldn’t be so
bad, but the longer it’s dry,
the slower | grow.

2001

| feel great! I'm getting
plenty of light and water,
my branches are growing
strong and healthy, and my
needles are a vibrant green.
Right now, | would have to
say... life is good!



Helping Our Forests
Be The Best They Can Be

Careful harvesting
makes sure the forests grow
back strong and more beautiful
than before!

Modern forestry practices
help make wildlife habitats
even better.

Streams and rivers
carefully protected so all
ildlife has good water.
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Partial harvesting

lets us use our trees for things
we need - and grows the forest
stronger at the same time.

Things made from trees
make our lives better and our
country’s economy strong.

Our forests give us a lot -

beauty and nature and great walking

trails, homes for birds and rabbits and deer, and

trees that we can use to make paper and lumber and

other things we need. We know that forests need special

care to keep them beautiful and useful, too. That's why we

not only plant more trees than we harvest, but we use forestry

science to create stronger and more beautiful forests that INTERNATIONAL PAPER NATIONAL
we can all enjoy for generations to come. COMPANY FOUNDATION GEOGRAPHIC

Taking care
of our forests today means
we'll have them to enjoy
and use tomorrow.
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